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Within 200 feet of structures, consider 
removing common garden plants that have 
proven particularly flammable due to high 
brush buildup and foliage oils such as 
Cypress, Fountain Grass, large Juniper, 
Eucalyptus, Pines, and other Conifers.  

For more information, visit the 
Santa Cruz County Planning 
Department website: 
http://www.sccoplanning.com/html
/env/tree_removal.htm#firesafe  
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• Don’t return to your home before 

the area is declared to be safe 
by local officials. Returning 
home can be both physically 
and mentally challenging.  

 
• Assess damage; check that your 

home is safe to occupy  
 

• Before returning home, be sure 
that utilities are operational 

 
• Remember, burned hillsides 

may have trouble absorbing 
water after a fire. Monitor burn 
areas and be prepared to 
evacuate if necessary.  
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When heavy rains come, there is a significant potential for floods and 
mudslides. 
 
Before the Flood: 
 

1. Assess the safety of your house and belongings in case of a flood 
or mudslide: 

• Are you near a creek?  
• Do you live above or below a steep hillside?  
• Do you have to drive over a creek or bridge to get to a main 

road? 
 

2. Clean drains and gutters around the house in the fall before the 
winter rains come. Check drains on nearby streets.  

 
3. If diversion of water or mud is necessary, plan to fill sandbags well 

before the rain starts. Sandbags are available at local fire stations. 
Take time now to find out what fire station serves your area and 
learn proper placement of sandbags. 

 
4. If you live in a hilly area, maintain all slopes in a safe manner. Use 

appropriate plantings, slope coverage, and drainage channels.  
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If you notice a major mud 
slippage either above or 
below your house, move your 
family to a safe location and 
notify your neighbors. 
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At 5:04 p.m. on October 17, 1989, a 
magnitude 6.9 earthquake, known 
thereafter as the Loma Prieta 
earthquake, rattled Santa Cruz 
County and the surrounding Bay 
Area. The earthquake, caused by a 
slip along the San Andreas Fault, 
left 63 dead, over 3,700 injured, and 
up to 12,000 homeless. One of the 
most expensive natural disasters at 
that time, the Loma Prieta 
earthquake caused $6 billion in 
property damage and was the 
largest earthquake to occur on the 
San Andreas Fault since 1906. 

63



64



Tsunamis from both local and distant 
earthquakes threaten California’s coastal 
communities. Although our oceans are 
monitored for developing tsunamis, when a 
large earthquake occurs nearby, the first 
tsunami wave may reach coastal 
communities within a few minutes. 
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Residents need to be aware of what areas are likely to be flooded. 
Visit http://www.quake.ca.gov/gmaps/tsunami/tsunami_maps.htm to 
see if you are located within a tsunami inundation zone. 
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Check http://wcatwc.arh.noaa.gov/ 
for current tsunami advisories 
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Evacuation should not be automatic. Before evacuating you should 
determine if you are in a hazard zone and consider possible hazards 
that may exist along your evacuation route.  
 

• Know if you live, work or play in a tsunami hazard zone. Visit 
http://www.quake.ca.gov/gmaps/tsunami/tsunami_maps.htm to 
see if you are located within a tsunami inundation zone. 

 
• COUNT how long the earthquake lasts. If you feel more than 20 

seconds of very strong ground shaking and are in a tsunami 
hazard zone, evacuate as soon as it is safe to do so.  

 
• If you are on the beach or in a harbor and feel an earthquake—

no matter how small—immediately move inland or to high 
ground  

 
• GO ON FOOT. Roads and bridges may be damaged.  

 
• Avoid downed power lines 

 
• If evacuation is impossible, go to the third or higher floor of a 

sturdy building or climb a tree. This should only be used as a 
last resort. 

 
• If you hear that a tsunami warning has been issued but did not 

feel an earthquake, get more information. Listen to the radio, 
television or other information sources and follow the 
instructions of emergency personnel. 

 
If you are outside of a tsunami hazard zone, take no action. You are 
safer staying where you are. 
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Be Prepared 
 
How you prepare will affect how you recover. And being prepared for earthquakes and 
tsunamis prepares you for all kinds of disasters. 
 

• Learn what the recommended tsunami evacuation routes are in your city, county, 
and region. Identify safety zone(s) near you, and decide on your primary and 
secondary evacuation routes. 

 
• If you live or work in a tsunami hazard zone, get a NOAA weather radio with the 

public alert feature for your home and office. It will alert you even if turned off. 
 

• Assemble a small evacuation kit with essential documents, medications, a 
flashlight, a portable NOAA weather radio and batteries, water, snacks, and 
warm clothes. Include a silver “space blanket” in your kit – it can be used to 
signal your location to air search teams. Keep your evacuation kit by the door so 
you can “grab & go.” 

 
• Walk your route – consider what you would do at night or in stormy weather  

 
• Make a reunification plan with your loved ones. Decide when and where you will 

meet if you are separated, and what out of state relative or friend you will call if it 
is not possible to meet at your pre-designated reunification spot.  

 
• Discuss plans with family, coworkers, and neighbors 

 
• Make plans for how to address any functional needs or disabilities you might 

have. If you need help evacuating, prearrange assistance from neighbors, 
including transport of mobility devices and durable medical equipment. If you are 
mobility impaired, account for the extra time that you may need.  

 
• Decide on the best strategy for protecting your pets 

 
• Prepare to be on your own for several days or longer  

 
Consider joining your local Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).  Visit 
www.santacruzcountycert.org for more information. 
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